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Dear CarletonðMississippi Mills Residents, 
 

I would like to thank you for taking an interest in your federal government.  Over the 

past few months since my last publication, I have been very busy in the House of 

Commons and throughout Carleton-Mississippi Mills.  This pamphlet is one of the 

ways that I am using to inform you about what your federal government is doing for 

you. 
 

During the Spring, I was able to announce a federal commitment for funds for the 

Almonte communal sewage system and funding for repairs to the Small Craft Harbour 

Facility at Constance Bay and Fitzroy Harbour.  My colleague, the Honourable John 

Baird, also announced the official endorsement of the nomination of the Ottawa River 

as a Canadian Heritage River. 
 

This August I will once again be hosting a number of In Your Area Days.  I hope to get 

to the communities of Kanata, Stittsville, Almonte, Fitzroy Harbour, and Richmond 

this year.  In the coming weeks you will be receiving a notice of the meeting in your 

mailbox.  I look forward to seeing many of you again this year.  Please join me to let 

me know how you think that our government has been performing. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact my office at (613) 592-3469 or by e-mail at 

mp@gordonoconnor.ca. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Gordon OôConnor, M.P. 

When you are shopping remember your local Food Cupboard. 
 

Local Food Banks rely on volunteers to donate food and money.  

The need becomes most acute during summer months, especially 

for children.  Children who normally rely on free or low-cost school 

meals often are left without those meals during the summer months.  

In the summer time food banks run seriously low of food 

suppliesðnecessitating emergency food drives.  I urge anyone who 

can donate to contact your local food bank.  All donations are 

appreciated by these charitable organizations. 

REMEMBER YOUR LOCAL FOOD CUPBOARD  

Kanata Food Cupboard 

20 Young Road, Kanata 

(613) 836-7847 
 

Lanark County Food Bank 

5 Allan Street, Carleton Place 

(613) 257-8546 
 

Richmond Food Bank 

St. Paulôs United Church 

3452 Mcbean, Richmond 

(613) 838-5397 

Stittsville Food Bank 

PO Box 878, Stittsville 

(613) 831-0451 
 

West Carleton Emergency Food Aid 

Memorial Hall, Carp 

(613) 839-5685 
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Focus:  National Anti -Drug Strategy  

The Prevention Action Plan focuses 

on equipping those most impacted 

by the issues, as well as parents, 

educators, law enforcement, and 

communities with information and 

tools, as well as the capacity, to 

intervene to prevent illicit drug 

use before it happens.  

The Prevention Action Plan will:  

¶ refocus existing community -

based prevention strategies, 

programs and services on 

youth;  

¶ develop resources and tools for 

preventing drug use ï such as 

tool kits for parents, educators, 

and health professionals, and 

materials for school -based 

awareness and prevention 

strategies for both elementary 

and secondary school students;  

¶ launch a new, awareness 

campaign to discourage young 

people from using drugs; and  

¶ provide assistance to 

communities affected by drug -

related crime.  

Budget 2007 announced $10 

million in new funding over the 

next two years to launch the 

awareness campaign. This new 

funding will bolster the resources 

the Government of Canada 

already invests annually in 

prevention activities to address 

illicit drug use.  

Prevention 
The Treatment Action Plan supports 

innovative and effective approaches 

to treating and rehabilitating 

individuals who pose a risk to 

themselves and the community.  

The Treatment Action Plan will:  

¶ promote collaboration with 

provinces and territories to 

support drug treatment services 

where needed (e.g. services for 

youth, Vancouverôs Downtown 

Eastside).  

This collaboration will include:  

¶ improvements to the treatment 

system through investment in 

foundation pieces such as 

developing national benchmarks 

for evaluation, and data 

collection; and  

¶ enhanced treatment and support 

for First Nations and Inuit;  

¶ provide diversion and treatment 

programs that are outside the 

justice system for youth 

offenders with drug - related 

problems at the various stages of 

the criminal justice system; and  

¶ develop new tools for the RCMP 

to refer youth at risk to 

treatment programming.  

Budget 2007 announced $32 million 

in new funding over the next two 

years to implement the Treatment 

Action Plan. This will bolster the 

existing resources the Government 

currently spends on treatment 

initiatives to address illicit drug use.  

Treatment 
To complement drug prevention 

and treatment efforts, the 

Enforcement Action Plan bolsters 

law enforcement efforts and their 

capacity to effectively combat 

marihuana grow operations and 

synthetic drug production and 

distribution operations.  

Specifically, the Enforcement 

Action Plan will:  

¶ enhance law enforcementôs 

ability to combat marihuana 

and synthetic drug production 

by providing additional 

dedicated personnel to better 

detect, investigate, disrupt and 

dismantle criminal 

organizations involved in the 

production and distribution of 

illicit drugs and enhance the 

capacity to prosecute those 

responsible  

¶ enhance Canadaôs capacity to 

ensure compliance with the 

Controlled Drugs and 

Substances Act , particularly for 

precursor chemicals used in the 

production of illicit drugs  

¶ augment law enforcementôs 

capacity to inhibit the cross -

border movement of precursor 

chemicals and illicit drugs  

¶ help stem and seize the flow of 

illicit drug - related proceeds of 

crime generated by organized 

crime  

¶ improve the ability to conduct 

joint investigations with law 

enforcement partners in the US  

¶ ensure that strong and 

adequate penalties are in place 

for serious drug crimes  

Budget 2007 announced 

approximately $22 million over 

two years in new funding to 

implement the Enforcement Action 

Plan as a component of the 

National Anti -Drug Strategy.  

Enforcement 

The National Anti-Drug Strategy 
 

The National Anti -Drug Strategy provides a focused approach involving three action plans to deliver 
on priorities aimed at reducing the supply of and demand for illicit drugs, as well as addressing the 

crime associated with illegal drugs. The new approach will lead to safer and healthier communities by 

taking action in three priority areas:  
¶ Preventing illicit drug use;  

¶ Treating illicit drug dependency; and  
¶ Combating the production and distribution of illicit drugs.  

For more information, please visit http://www.nationalantidrugstrategy.gc.ca 

Why do some young people use drugs?  

It may be easier to help your children stay away from drugs if you 

understand why some young people use them.  

¶ Peer pressure  

¶ Curiosity/Experimentation  
¶ Boredom  

¶ Self - esteem  

¶ Coping with stress  
¶ Rebellion  

For a free booklet with tips on how to talk with your kids about the 

dangers of drugs, please call 1 -800 -O-Canada.  



 

 

GOVERNMENT OF CANADA 

SUPPORTS CLEAN WATER IN 

MISSISSIPPI MILLS AN D ALMONTE   

Mississippi Mills, Ontario  ð Gordon OôConnor, on behalf of 

the Honourable Lawrence Cannon, Minister of Transport, 

Infrastructure and Communities, announced the Government 

of Canada will consider the upgrade of the communal sewage 

system in Mississippi Mills and Almonte as a priority for up to 

$7.13 million in federal infrastructure funding.  

 

The federal contribution would be up to one-third of total 

eligible costs. The total estimated cost of the project is $21.4 

million.  

 

ñMaintaining a healthy and sustainable environment is directly 

related to the health and prosperity of communities and their 

residents, and is a priority for the Government of Canada,ò 

said Minister OôConnor. ñSupporting upgrades to the 

communal sewage system is one of the ways we will deliver 

results in this priority area.ò 

 

ñWe are pleased that the federal government has recognized 

the importance of this project to Mississippi Mills and we 

thank them for their support,ò said J. A. (Al) Lunney, Mayor 

of Mississippi Mills. ñAs a small rural municipality, we simply 

cannot afford the costs of major infrastructure investments of 

this magnitude without funding partnerships between all levels 

of government. We especially want to recognize the leadership 

of our member Gordon O'Connor who helped to bring this 

funding to fruition.ò 

 

The project consists of construction of a new mechanical 

sewage treatment plant and renewal of the existing raw 

sewage pumping station. These upgrades will improve the 

quality of the wastewater and the overall capabilities of the 

facility. 

 

Funding for this project comes from the $200 million 

announced in February 2007, to top up the Municipal Rural 

Infrastructure Fund (MRIF) nation-wide. The Government of 

Canada is directing $64 million in funding to existing clean 

water applications under MRIF in Ontario.  

 

Federal financial support for the project is conditional on the 

initiative meeting all applicable eligibility requirements and 

other program criteria to be approved by Treasury Board, a 

federal review of the project, the successful completion of an 

environmental assessment, assurance by the municipality that 

the remaining project costs have been fully financed and 

accounted for, and the signing of a contribution agreement for 

the project detailing the project elements and any other federal 

requirements. 

 

For more information on Building Canada, please visit 

www.buildingcanada.gc.ca 

LOCAL 

NEWS 

GOVERNMENT OF CANADA 

INVESTS IN SMALL CRA FT 

HARBOURS AT CONSTANCE 

BAY AND FITZROY 

HARBOUR 
 

February 22, 2008 ï The Honourable Gordon OôConnor, 

Member of Parliament for Carleton-Mississippi Mills, 

announced that the federal government will invest an 

estimated $240,000 for repairs to the Small Craft Harbour 

(SCH) facilities at Constance Bay and Fitzroy 

Harbour.  Gordon OôConnor made the announcement on 

behalf of the Honourable Loyola Hearn, Minister of Fisheries 

and Oceans. 
 

ñWe are taking action to ensure the safety of users at these 

facilities,ò said Gordon OôConnor. ñThe Government of 

Canada recognizes that periodic investment and ongoing 

maintenance are required in order for waterfront infrastructure 

such as this to fully benefit local communities.ò 
 

Constance Bay and Fitzroy Harbour are located on the Ottawa 

River in the City of Ottawa.  At each site, SCH facilities 

consist of a small boat launching area with an adjacent 

concrete tie-up wharf.  Both of these facilities are managed by 

the City of Ottawa under a management lease agreement.   
 

SCH will repair the facilities with the intent to ultimately 

divest both harbours.  The federal divestiture policy offers 

government assets sequentially to other federal departments 

and agencies, provincial governments, local governments, 

local community groups, and finally, through public listing or 

tender, to the public at large. 
 

These projects are an example of the cooperation between 

Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) and local stakeholders, 

and are undertaken as part of the Recreational Harbour 

Divestiture Program administered by DFOôs Small Craft 

Harbours Branch. 
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Government of Canada Honours 
2008ôs Millennium Scholarship 

Recipients  
 
The Government of Canada has honoured the students 
listed below from Carleton-Mississippi Mills with the 
Canada Millennium Scholarship Foundation Millennium 
Excellence Awards for the academic year 2008-2009.   
 

I would like to personally congratulate these fine young 
people for all of their hard work.   
 

The Millennium Excellence Award Program is one of 
Canadaôs most prestigious national scholarship initiatives.  
This award plays a crucial role in the recognition and 
encouragement of excellence in the classroom and 
beyond. 
 

Sarah Fortune 
Jason Au 

Sara Briginshaw 
Hannah Larkin 
Nicolas Pateras 

Ryan Reid 
Hao Shi 
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Gordon OôConnor óSpeaking for CarletonðMississippi Millsô SUMMER 2008  =   Page 4 

OTTAWA RIVER AS A CANDIDATE 
CANADIAN HERITAGE RIVER  

OTTAWA, MAY 16, 2008 ï Canadaôs Environment 
Minister, John Baird, and Ontarioôs Minister of Natural 
Resources, Donna Cansfield, are pleased to announce 
the official endorsement of the nomination of the Ottawa 
River as a Canadian Heritage River.   

 
The Ottawa River can now be considered for full 
designation in the Canadian Heritage Rivers System.  
The area recommended for designation includes the 
entire section of 590 km of the Ottawa River bordering 
the Province of Ontario, from the head of Lake 
Timiskaming to East Hawkesbury.  

 
ñMinister Cansfield and I want to thank the Ottawa River 
Heritage Designation Committee for their hard work and 
dedication.  This nomination will be good for the river, 
good for the citizens living along it, and good for 
Canada,ò said Minister Baird.  �³We would especially like 
to acknowledge the support of the former Member of 
Parliament Len Hopkins who, unfortunately, is not with 
us today to see the nomination move forward.  Iôm sure 
Mr. Hopkins would have been pleased to see the 
communityôs hard work come to fruition��� ́
 
The Canadian Heritage Rivers System is a joint federal-
provincial-territorial initiative that gives national 
recognition to Canadian rivers of extraordinary natural, 
cultural and recreational significance.   

Ministers John Baird and Gordon OôConnor visited with 

the crew of the HMCS Ottawa on March 25, 2008 in 

Ottawa, Ontario 

Pictured, on February 19, 2008, Gordon OôConnor met 

with Mayor Al Lunney and Mississippi Mills Council and 

pledged over $7 million in federal funding to upgrade the 

aging communal sewage system for the Town of Almonte 

Pictured above is a presentation to a home-schooled 

civics class on April 28, 2008 by Gordon OôConnor 

MP Gordon OôConnor and MPP Norm Sterling attended the 

West Ottawa Community Resource Centre Volunteer 

Appreciation Breakfast on April 25, 2008 in Kanata, Ontario.  

Pictured with them are Executive Director Cathy Jordan and 

Jean-Pierre Beaulne, the Eva James Award recipient for 

2008. 
 

Photo Courtesy of Jay Brennan 

How Can Your Federal 

Government Help You? 
 

People often wonder what exactly their Member of 

Parliament and their federal government can actually 

do for them.  I can tell you that my constituency office 

is often busy with many different requests and my 

staff there have undertaken many tasks on behalf of 

constituents. 
 

Below is a list of services that I typically assist 

constituents with when they are having troubles.  If 

you have any issue of federal government concern 

such as one of the ones listed below, please contact 

my constituency office at (613) 592-3469 and they 

will be pleased to assist you. 
 

¶ Canada Pension Plan 

¶ Old Age Security 

¶ Guaranteed Income Supplement 

¶ Family Allowances 

¶ Maternity and Paternity Leave 

¶ Allowance to care for a sick parent 

¶ Employment Insurance 

¶ Bills introduced in the House of Commons 

¶ Revenue Canada 

¶ Goods and Service Tax (GST) 

¶ Harmonized Sales Tax (HST) 

¶ Passports 

¶ Citizenship & Immigration 

¶ Milestone Anniversary and Birthday Greetings 

¶ Congratulatory Certificates 


