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Focus:  Canada and the World 

¶ Foreign Affairs:  Leadership 

on the World Stage 

¶ International Aid 

¶ International Trade 

¶ Visas 

¶ Simplified Passport Services 

 

Out & About 

Dear Constituents, 
 

Since obtaining power in 2006, our government has sought to improve Canadaôs position in 

the world. We have given straightforward positions on issues as they arrive so that no one 

doubts where we stand. We have put resources behind our global commitments. This 

householder provides some information on our international activities. 
 

For the last year, Canada has been experiencing the effects of a worldwide recession. Early 

on our government made a fundamental decision to maintain our transfer payment 

commitments to the provinces and territories so that they could continue to deliver their 

various services. We also moved to improve credit availability, invest in infrastructure and 

housing, support business, communities and the unemployed as well as continue to reduce 

taxes. There are indications that the worst of the recession may be coming to an end.  

Regardless, our government will continue to implement its Economic Action Plan to restore 

the economy to sound fiscal health. 
 

At the local level, our government has delivered over $48 million to infrastructure projects 

such as the widening of Hazeldean Road, the extension of Terry Fox Road, the Water 

Treatment Plant in Almonte, docks in West Carleton, improvements to the Diefenbunker 

and the Almonte Community Centre, and, the repair of rural roads throughout the riding. 
 

Through the summer I participated in eight ñIn your Area Daysò at which a large number of 

constituents expressed their opinions on a wide range of issues. 
 

As we return to Parliament the talk of another election is rising. From our governmentôs 

point of view we wish to continue to govern and see no need to have an election in less than 

a year. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Gordon OôConnor, Member of Parliament for Carleton-Mississippi Mills 

GORDON OôCONNOR, PC, MP 

CarletonðMississippi Mills 
____________________________________________________ 

 

CONSTITUENCY OFFICE: 
 

101-240 Michael Cowpland Dr. 

Kanata, ON  K2M 1P6 

Tel:  (613) 592-3469 

Fax:  (613) 592-4756 
 

 

PARLIAMENT HILL OFFICE:  
 

119-S Centre Block 

House of Commons 

Ottawa, ON  K1A 0A6 

Tel:  (613) 992-1119 

Fax:  (613) 992-1043 
 

E-mail:  oconng7@parl.gc.ca 

Website:  www.gordonoconnor.ca 

The CNIB Library: A lifeline to literacy for 
Canadians living with print disabilities  
 

The CNIB Library provides choice and 
independence for any Canadian living with 
vision loss or other print disabilities.  
 

Unique in Canada and funded by charitable 
donations, the CNIB Library offers over 80,000 
titles, more than 50 newspapers, thousands of 
magazines, descriptive videos, as well as online 
services. Each year, more than 2.2 million items 
are delivered across Canada postage-free or 
delivered online. 

The CNIB Library presently offers an innovative 
partnership program that allows public libraries 
to give their print-disabled patrons access to its 
collection: 770 of Canadaôs 3,530 libraries 
subscribe to this program. 
 

Currently, only five per cent of published 
material in Canada is available in an accessible 
format, such as braille and audio, that someone 
with a print disability can read. The CNIB 
Library exists to address this barrier to access 
to information and supports the vision of a 
national, equitable public library service for all 
Canadians with print disabilities.  

For more information about the CNIB Library, call 1 -800-563-2642 or visit www.cnib.ca .  

http://www.cnib.ca/
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Focus:  Canada and the World  

The Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) aids 

other countries in times of crisis, conflicts, and natural disasters 

as well as countries who are in need of help in other ways.  

CIDA has 20 regions/countries of focus.   
 

HAITI  

Canada has committed $555 million between 2006-2011 to aid 

in reconstruction and development efforts in Haiti.  We are 

currently the second largest bilateral donor in Haiti, which is the 

largest recipient of the Canadian long-term development 

assistance in the Americas and the second largest in the world.  

With these funds, we hope to strengthen good governance and 

help to build an open and responsible government, fight 

corruption, and restore the rule of law in a country that is in dire 

need of our help. 
 

AFGHANISTAN  

Canada is contributing roughly $100M per year to help the 

Government of Afghanistan provide humanitarian assistance in 

the province of Kandahar and nationwide. Initiatives will 

include: 

¶ food aid for vulnerable populations, including refugees, 

drought-affected families, civilians affected by conflict, 

refugees who have returned to the country, and internally 

displaced persons. This aid will be delivered through the 

World Food Programme;  

¶ non-food aid (blankets, kitchen utensils, etc.) for vulnerable 

populations;  

¶ vaccinations (polio, measles, and tetanus) and promoting 

greater access to basic health services. This initiative 

includes Canadaôs signature polio eradication project, which 

is expected to immunize seven million children and help 

close the gap to eliminating the disease in Afghanistan by 

2009; and  

¶ the clearance of mines and the provision of mine awareness 

education. 
 

AFRICA  

Africa faces huge challenges.  Nearly one out of two Africans 

(mostly women) has only the equivalent of US$1 a day with 

which to live.  Desertification and water shortages affect much 

of the region.  Africa also has the highest prevalence of HIV/

AIDS. 
 

We committed to double our aid to Africa and we achieved that 

goal.  Canada has made firm commitments towards Africa and 

has proposed practical initiatives to achieve its objectives.  

Canada will strengthen aid effectiveness by focusing on five key 

areas of intervention that are highly relevant to the African 

environment and to reaching the Millennium Development 

Goals for Africa:  governance, health (including HIV/AIDS 

prevention and control), basic education, private sector 

development, and environmental sustainability.  Gender equality 

remains an essential crosscutting theme. 

Canada's Engagement in the Americas 
 

The Americas: Our Neighbours, Our Priority 

During his visit to the region in July 2007, Prime Minister 

Stephen Harper declared that the Americas are and will remain a 

foreign policy priority for Canada. As the region tackles current 

and future global economic challenges, Canadaôs commitment 

to the region is ever more important. 
 

Canadaôs engagement in the Americas focuses on three 

interconnected and mutually-reinforcing objectives: democratic 

governance, prosperity, and security. To deliver concrete 

results, Canada is maintaining an integrated and sustained 

approach underpinned by strong engagement across the federal 

government. This commitment is further underlined by the 

recent appointment of a Minister of State of Foreign Affairs 

with special responsibility for the Americas.  
 

Key to Canadaôs success in these efforts will be collaboration 

with partners in the region and in Canada, including provinces, 

businesses, academics and nongovernmental organizations 

active in the Americas. 

 

Canada and the United Nations 
 

Canadaôs role in the United Nations is very diverse.  Through 

diplomacy and negotiations, the Canadian Mission works to 

advance Canadaôs interests, promote international development, 

security and human rights, and keep Canadaôs government at 

home informed of developments on the international level. 

 

The Canadian Mission consists of six sections: 

¶ Political 

¶ Economic and Social 

¶ Military  

¶ UN Management and Finance 

¶ Press and Public Affairs 

¶ Administrative 

 

We are also very involved in the United Nations Educational, 

Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO).  This is an 

international organization consisting of 193 Member States and 

6 Associate Members. 

 

Canada and International Organizations 

Canada also promotes commonly shared values such as equality 

and democracy through its participation in many other 

international organizations.   These include: 

 

¶ Arctic Council 

¶ Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) 

¶ Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 

¶ Commonwealth 

¶ European Union 

¶ G8 and G20 Summits 

¶ Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) 

¶ International Criminal Court 

¶ International Indigenous Affairs 

¶ La Francophonie 

¶ North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) 

¶ Order of Malta 

¶ Organization of the American States (OAS) 

¶ Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development 

(OECD) 
 

For information on any of these organizations, please visit 

http://www.international.gc.ca 

Foreign Affairs:  Leadership on the World Stage 
ñCanadaôs government has made it clear that engagement in the Americas is a critical international priority for our 

country....Canada is committed to playing a bigger role in the Americas and to doing so for the long term.ò 

- Prime Minister Stephen Harper, July 17 2007 

INTERNATIONAL AID  



 

 

Gordon OôConnor óSpeaking for CarletonðMississippi Millsô FALL 2009  =   Page 3 

This information is provided by the Government of Canada.  For more information on what your government is doing for 

you, please visit www.canada.gc.ca.  You can also call 1-800-O-Canada (1-800-622-6232) or for TTY: 1-800-926-9105. 

SIMPLIFIED PASSPORT SERVICES 

FOR CANADIANS  

 

Our government was proud to announce the launch of the 

Simplified Renewal Application Process for Canadians about two 

years ago.  This streamlines the process for current Canadian 

Passport holders to renew their passport.  In order to qualify for 

this simplified process, Canadians must have been at least 16 

years of age at the time they applied for their previous passport. 

 

In addition to this, their most recent passport:  

¶ Must have been valid for five years; 

¶ Must have been issued in Canada (as indicated under "Issuing 

Authority" on page 2 of the submitted passport); 

¶ Must have been issued within the last six years; 

¶ Must not be damaged and must never have been reported as 

lost or stolen; and 

¶ Must have been issued under their current name. 

 

For any passport inquiries, Canadians are encouraged to visit 

www.passport.gc.ca or phone 1-800-567-6868  

(TTY: 1 -866-255-7655) or visit any Passport Canada office. 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE  
 

Canada is a trading nation.  Thirty-five per cent of gross 

domestic product is committed to export, therefore Canada 

must trade to ensure that we have a sound economy. 
 

As we work to pull Canada out of the global recession, we 

must remember the lesson of the Great Depression ï to resist 

protectionism and work to expand free and open trade 

between Canada and our trading partners. 
 

Our Government has taken every opportunity to urge foreign 

governments to live up to their international trade 

commitments and reject protectionism.   
 

On July 1st a Free Trade Agreement between Canada and four 

European countries officially took effect.    
 

This Free Trade Agreement (FTA) was implemented on July 

1st, giving Canadian exporters greater access to four markets 

in Europe ï Iceland, Norway, Switzerland and 

Liechtenstein.  This agreement will expand Canadian sales of 

manufactured goods and agricultural products such as durum 

wheat, frozen french fries, beer and crude canola oil. 
 

This is the first of many new Free Trade Agreements that our 

Government is pursuing with a broad range of partners, 

including the European Union and countries throughout Asia, 

the Americas and the Middle East.  Just last week Minister 

Day signed the Canada-Jordan FTA, which follows the 

completion of agreements with Peru and Colombia. 
 

On August 11, 2009, Canada and Panama announced the 

conclusion of negotiations toward a Free Trade Agreement 

(FTA), as well as a Labour Cooperation Agreement (LCA) 

and an Environment Agreement. 
 

We want to see Canadian companies continue to be 

successful. That is why we are fully engaged with foreign 

governments at the national, state and local levels. 
 

Below is the list of countries that we currently have free trade 

agreements with and countries that we are negotiating with to 

create free trade. 

VISAS 
 

Recently there have been media reports regarding changes to the 

Canadian Visa System.  Minister Jason Kenney announced that, 

beginning at 12:01 a.m. EDT on July 14, 2009, Mexican and 

Czech nationals will require a visa to enter Canada. Mexico and 

the Czech Republic are currently Canada's top two source 

countries for asylum claims. 
 

Since 2005, the number of Mexican refugee claimants has 

almost tripled from about 3,400 in 2005 to more than 9,400 in 

2008 when Mexicans accounted for more than 25 per cent of all 

refugee claims filed in Canada. Refugee claims are assessed by 

the Immigration and Refugee Board (IRB), an independent 

administrative tribunal. In 2008, the IRB accepted 606 refugee 

claims from Mexico, representing an overall acceptance rate of 

11 per cent for Mexican refugee claims. 
 

Canadaôs government first lifted the temporary resident visa 

requirement on the Czech Republic in April of 1996. Following 

this, approximately 1,500 claims were made in Canada by Czech 

nationals. In response to this, the government of the day re-

imposed the visa requirement in October 1997. Following the 

Czech Republicôs accession to the European Union, and based 

on the positive findings of a country review, including a very 

low visa refusal rate, our government lifted the visa requirement 

on the Czech Republic on October 31, 2007. Nearly 3,000 

claims have been filed by Czech nationals since October 2007, 

with over half of them in the first four months of 2009 alone. In 

2006, the year before the visa was lifted, there were only five 

asylum claims from Czech nationals. 
 

Canadaôs refugee system is overburdened by an ever-increasing 

number of refugee claims every year, many of them bogus.  This 

undermines our ability to help those who truly need it.  It is also, 

in some cases, a potential threat to the safety of our 

communities.  Visa requirements make it easier to assess who is 

coming to Canada as a genuine visitor and who might be trying 

to abuse Canadaôs refugee system to jump the immigration 

queue.  Minister Kenney has already stated the need for reform 

of our refugee system. This is a start.  
 

Canadian tourists continue to enjoy visa-free travel to both 

Mexico and the Czech Republic.  We are taking steps to ensure 

that the flow of Temporary Foreign Workers is not disrupted 

because of the visa announcements. 

Current Agreements: 
 

¶ USA 

¶ Mexico 

¶ Jordan 

¶ Columbia 

¶ Peru 

¶ Iceland 

¶ Norway 

¶ Switzerland 

¶ Liechtenstein 

¶ Costa Rica 

¶ Chile 

¶ Israel 

Pending Negotiations: 
 

¶ The Americas 

¶ Andean Community 

Countries 

¶ Caribbean 

¶ Dominican Republic 

¶ Central America Four 

¶ European Union 

¶ Morocco 

¶ Panama 

¶ Korea 

¶ India 

¶ Singapore 


