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Out & About 

Dear Constituents, 

Since last year we have been in a global recession, however, some indictors are finally showing 

that the worst may be over. The turmoil caused to our economy by the recession has meant the 

loss of jobs, particularly in manufacturing, and a decline in the stock market.  While the market 

is slowly recovering, along with modest improvements in investments, the restoration of jobs is 

taking much longer.  The recovery is still fragile and therefore our government will continue to 

commit stimulus into the economy until March 31, 2011. 

We are currently feeling the effects of the H1N1 influenza pandemic.  Canadians are 

undergoing the largest inoculation program ever undertaken. The federal government is 

providing the vaccine while the provinces and territories are delivering the inoculation. When 

production is complete, 50 million doses will be available for Canadians. The initial distribution 

of six million doses was delivered in late October and by Christmas it is anticipated that 

everyone who wants an inoculation should have one. 

Our ongoing military, diplomatic and assistance engagement in Afghanistan face many 

challenges. The Taliban continue to attempt the disruption of our efforts to improve the lives of 

the Afghanis in Kandahar province. Our military continue to suffer casualties from road side 

bombs and suicide attacks because the Taliban know that they cannot engage our forces in a 

firefight without losing. Our forces are ensuring that aid gets to where it is most needed by 

providing security to the local people and to those who deliver the services. 

As we go into the holiday season, take a moment to think about those who may not be as 

fortunate as you and also think about our military in Afghanistan and elsewhere. 

I wish all of you the very best. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

Sincerely, 
 

 

Gordon OôConnor, Member of Parliament for Carleton-Mississippi Mills 

GORDON OôCONNOR, PC, MP 

CarletonðMississippi Mills 
____________________________________________________ 

 

CONSTITUENCY OFFICE: 
 

101-240 Michael Cowpland Dr. 

Kanata, ON  K2M 1P6 

Tel:  (613) 592-3469 

Fax:  (613) 592-4756 
 

 

PARLIAMENT HILL OFFICE:  
 

119-S Centre Block 

House of Commons 

Ottawa, ON  K1A 0A6 

Tel:  (613) 992-1119 

Fax:  (613) 992-1043 
 

E-mail:  oconng7@parl.gc.ca 

Website:  www.gordonoconnor.ca 

The children of less 

fortunate families in 

our region have a 

very basic 

necessity:  warmth 

during our bitter 

winters. 
 

The Snowsuit Fund 

is a local charity 

that collects donations of money and used snowsuits 

that go directly back into our community, to 

children who are the classmates and playmates of 

our children. 
 

This year, requests for over 15,000 snowsuits are 

anticipatedðthatôs a lot of cold kids.  And itôs 

going to take a lot of donations of good quality used 

snowsuits, plus a lot of generous donationsðabout 

$750,000 dollarsðto keep them warm. 
 

This charity greatly appreciates donations of cash 

and knitted articles as well as gently used winter  

outerwear, hats, mitts, and boots of all sizes.  

Donations may be brought directly to the Depot 

from Tuesday through Friday, 9am to 4pm from 

September to February (open Saturdays 9am-4pm 

during peak periodsðcall ahead to make sure!) 

If you are interested in donating, please visit 

www.snowsuitfund.com for more information. 

The Snowsuit Fund 

225 Donald Street, Unit 134 

Ottawa, ON  K1K 1N1 

Tel:  613-746-5143, Fax:  613-741-1647 

ssf@on.aibn.com             www.snowsuitfund.com 

THE NEED IS GREAT & PRESENT THIS WINTER SEASON 

Donations also collected at these businesses: 

Bank of Montreal (cash) 

Canadian Tire (snowsuits and cash) 

Browns Cleaners (snowsuits and cash) 
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Focus:  Getting Tough on Crime  

TAKING ACTION ON CRIME  

ENDING SENTENCE DISCOUNTS FOR MULTIPLE MURDER  
 

Our government is taking action to end sentence discounts for multiple murder.  The new legislation would allow judges to 

impose consecutive parole ineligibility periods on individuals convicted of more than one first- or second-degree murder. Under 

the current system, individuals convicted of multiple murders serve their parole ineligibility periods concurrently. 

 

The family of a murder victim should not be left to feel as if the life of their loved one doesnôt count.  Through this and other 

measures, the Canadian Government is standing up for victims and protecting Canadians by keeping criminals behind bars and off 

our streets. 

Our government is taking action to help ensure the safety and 

security of our communities. It is standing up for victims of 

crime, and putting the rights of law-abiding citizens ahead of the 

rights of criminals. To that effect, our Government has: 

 

¶ Passed the comprehensive Tackling Violent Crime Act, which  

¶ has toughened sentencing and bail for those who 

commit serious gun crimes;  

¶ better protects youth from sexual predators; 

¶ better protects society from dangerous offenders; and 

¶ gets serious with drug impaired drivers. 

 

¶ Passed legislation to increase penalties for those convicted of 

street racing.  

 

¶ Passed legislation to end conditional sentences for serious 

personal injury offences, including sexual assault. 

 

¶ Passed legislation that will ensure all murders committed in 

connection with organized crime will become first degree 

murders, subject to a mandatory sentence of life imprisonment 

without eligibility for parole for 25 years. The bill also created 

a new broad-based offence to target drive-by shootings. (Bill 

C-14, Royal Assent June 23rd 2009) 

 

¶ Established the National Anti-Drug Strategy to reduce the 

supply of and demand for illicit drugs in Canada.  

 

¶ Established the Office of the Federal Ombudsman for 

Victims of Crime. 

Fighting Organized Crime  

As part of its plan to fight organized crime, the Government has 

tabled the following three pieces of legislation: 

 

¶ Mandatory Minimum Penalties for Serious Drug 

Crimes (Bill C-15) 

This legislation would impose mandatory jail time for 

serious drug crimes, and will allow special penalties to 

be imposed when offences are carried out for organized 

crime purposes, or if they involve youth.  It would also 

allow a Drug Treatment Court to suspend a sentence 

while the addicted accused person takes an approved 

treatment program. Drug Treatment Courts encourage 

the accused person to deal with the addiction that 

motivates their criminal behaviour.  

 

¶ Identity Theft (Bill S -4) 

This legislation aims to better protect Canadians from 

identity theft by giving police the tools they need to 

move against this activity before the damage is done. It 

would create three new offences targeting the early 

stages of identity-related crime, all of which would be 

subject to 5-year maximum prison sentences. 

 

¶ Auto Theft (Bill C -26) 

The legislation is aimed at tackling property crime in 

general, but in particular the serious crime of auto theft, 

which often involves organized crime.  

 

Protecting National Security (Bill C-19) 

This legislation seeks to reinstate essential Criminal Code 

provisions vital to combating terrorist activity while at the same 

time respecting human rights. 

Eliminating Conditional Sentences for Serious Property and 

Violent Crime (Bill C-42) 
 

This legislation would add new requirements to further restrict 

when a conditional sentence can be imposed, so that conditional 

sentences would no longer be available to criminals who 

commit serious crimes. 

 

Repealing the óFaint Hope Clauseô (Bill C-36) 
 

This legislation would ensure that criminals who commit first- 

or second-degree murder would no longer be able to apply for 

early parole. It would bring an end to ñfaint hopeò reviews, 

which would spare families the pain of attending repeated 

parole eligibility hearings and having to relive their losses over 

and over again. 

 

Investigating Powers in the 21st Century (Bill C-46)  
 

The legislation would ensure law enforcement officials have the 

tools they need to fight crime in todayôs modern environment by 

updating certain existing offences as well as creating new 

investigative powers to effectively deal with crime in todayôs 

computer and telecommunications environment.  

 

Protecting Victims 
 

¶ Raised the Age of Consent from 14 to 16 years old 

¶ Giving police and judges the tools they need to keep sexual 

predators off our streets and away from children 

¶ Funding more frontline police officers 

¶ Provided the RCMP with $37 million to expand its national 

training academy 

MOVING FORWARD ON ANTI -CRIME LEGISLATION  
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This information is provided by the Government of Canada.  For more information on what your government is doing for 

you, please visit www.canada.gc.ca.  You can also call 1-800-O-Canada (1-800-622-6232) or for TTY: 1-800-926-9105. 

ENDING 2-FOR-1 CREDIT FOR TIME 

SERVED 
 

Minister Nicholson announced our Governmentôs legislation 

to end the practice of granting 2-for-1 credit for time served 

received Royal Assent on October 23, 2009. 

 

This is an important achievement in our Conservative 

Governmentôs tackling-crime agenda.  Because of this action, 

courts will no longer be able to give 2-for-1 credit for time 

served when sentencing criminals. 

 

Now the rule will be 1-to-1, to a maximum of 1.5-to-1 in 

exceptional cases, and in such cases, the courts will have to 

justify the exception. 

 

Canadians support our Governmentôs belief that criminals 

must serve a sentence that reflects the severity of their crimes. 

 

Our Governmentôs action will increase Canadiansô confidence 

in our justice system. 

CRACKING DOWN ON WHI TE-

COLLAR CRIME  

On October 20, 2009, Minister Nicholson announced 

legislation to crack down on white-collar crime, the latest step 

in our Conservative Governmentôs tackling-crime agenda. 

Our Government has listened to victims of white-collar crime 

and we are taking further action on their concerns.  

ñCanadians lose faith in the criminal justice system when they 

feel that the punishment does not fit the crime. Our 

government has made the rights of victims and the protection 

of society our priority in addressing such concerns,ò said 

Minister Nicholson. ñWe heard the call from victims of white-

collar crime and we are taking action. The legislation we plan 

to introduce will send the message that committing fraud will 

have serious consequences.ò 

We are committed to: 

¶ making jail time mandatory for fraud over $1 

million, by setting a new mandatory minimum 

sentence of two years for such crimes 

¶ adding new aggravating factors to toughen sentences 

ï factors such as the impact on the victim and the 

magnitude of the fraud 

¶ requiring judges to consider making offenders make 

restitution to victims in all fraud cases 

¶ allowing affected groups to submit Community 

Impact Statements to the court. 

Our Government believes the justice system should put the 

rights of law-abiding citizens ahead of the rights of criminals.  

The Government also took action against white-collar crime 

when it introduced Bill C-42 in June 2009. The Ending 

Conditional Sentences for Property and Other Serious Crimes 

Act proposes to end conditional sentences (for example, house 

arrest) for criminals who commit theft over $5,000.  In 

addition, the Minister of Finance is working toward the 

establishment of a federal securities regulator, which would 

strengthen both regulatory and criminal enforcement.  

MODERNIZING CRIMINAL LAW 

PROCEDURE IN CANADA  

On May 15th, the Minister of Justice and Attorney General of 

Canada, introduced in the House of Commons federal 

legislation which will modernize criminal procedure and make 

the justice system more efficient and effective.   

 Proposed amendments in the legislation include:  

¶ Creating a new offence to help prevent individuals from 

fleeing a province or territory in order to avoid 

prosecution 

¶ Streamlining the identification process in police stations 

by allowing the fingerprinting and photographing of 

persons in lawful custody who have not yet been charged 

or convicted of specific offences 

¶ Improving the application procedure for search and 

seizure warrants by providing both peace and public 

officers with greater access to telewarrants 

¶ Enhancing the expert witness process to allow parties 

more time to prepare their response to expert evidence in 

criminal matters 

¶ Updating rules related to the use of ñagentsò (non-

lawyers) in criminal proceedings, to  provide the 

provinces with greater flexibility on this issue and 

ensuring better representation of accused individuals by 

agents 

¶ Expanding the list of permitted sports covered under the 

current prize fighting provisions, and updating Canadaôs 

pari-mutuel betting system. 

An online version of the legislation is available at 

www.parl.gc.ca. 

FIGHTING CRIME IN TH E 21
ST

 

CENTURY  

Ministers Nicholson and Van Loan tabled two Bills on June 18, 

2009 to help law enforcement fight crime in the 21st century. 

Our Government takes the safety of our communities and 

families ï particularly our children ï very seriously. 

The technology available today not only makes crimes, such as 

the distribution of child pornography, easier to commit, but also 

makes them harder to investigate. 

Currently law enforcement can get a warrant to intercept 

communication over traditional telephones when necessary. 

This legislation would update the law by making this possible 

for cell phones and other wireless technologies.  It would also 

require Internet Service Providers (ISPs) to have systems that 

can be intercepted. 

When law enforcement are trying to prevent or investigate a 

crime, not all ISPs will give them the basic customer 

information they need.  This legislation would ensure the 

information will be provided, to help protect children from 

online predators and to help prevent other cybercrimes. 

The proposed amendments would create a preservation order 

that would require a telecommunication service provider (TSP) 

to safeguard and not delete its data related to a specific 

communication or subscriber when police believe the data will 

assist in an investigation. 

Our Government is ensuring that law enforcement has the 

necessary tools to bring criminals to justice.  The proposed 

legislation strikes an appropriate balance between protecting 

public safety by giving police essential investigative powers, 

and safeguarding privacy and the rights and freedoms of 

Canadians. 

http://www.parl.gc.ca/


 

 

On November 6, 2009, MP Gordon OôConnor attended the 

Hazeldean Road Groundbreaking Ceremony, indicating the start 

of construction to widen Hazeldean Road between Stittsville and 

Kanata.  Pictured with Gordon are Mayor Larry OôBrien, 

Councillor Maria McRae, and MPP Yasir Naqvi. 

Pictured above, Councillor Shad Qadri and MP Gordon 

OôConnor pose with the new signs installed at the site of the 

Hazeldean Road widening. 

Gordon was honoured to attend the Stittsville 

Remembrance Day ceremony this year.  Pictured are 

MP Gordon OôConnor, Councillor Shad Qadri, and 

MPP Norm Sterling. 

On November 9, 2009, Gordon OôConnor attended the 20th 

anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall at the 

Diefenbunker and announced that the Government of 

Canada would be contributing a further $280,000 for 

upgrades to the site and for website improvements. 

MP OôConnor was privileged to take the salute following the 

Kanata Remembrance Day service at Village Green Memorial 

Park. 

On November 11, 2009, MP OôConnor spoke to the Kanata 

Sunrise Rotary Club to honour our countryôs veterans. 


